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'The place where we feel we belong, ALS
where the people and landscape around £~
us are familiar and the sights and sounds (7~

. . €0
are reassuringly recognisable. 7
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A group of budding archivists researched our school’s history at West Glamorgan

Archives, Swansea as part of our centenary celebrations. They looked at old maps, log

books and Swa council records to find out about our school’s history. The group
then shar ;| tion with our school community...
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“This was the old infant school on Cwmrhydyceirw

I - 189 1.

Cwmrhydyceirw Board School
(1897-1923)

Cwmrhydyceirw Tabernacle

Road; the children of Cwmrhydyceirw were taught
here from 1897-1923. When the pupil numbers :

increased, our school was built and the church school
was closed. Cwmrhydyceirw Primary School opened in
1923. Sadly, the tabernacle closed in 2022. Our year 3
pupils were invited to visit before the closure.
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Our year 3 pupils (2023) visited Cwmrhydyceirw Tabernacle before it was closed and imagined what
school life would have been like before 1923. If you look closely, you will see the tabernacle’s clock
that was gifted to them from the children of Cwmrhydyceirw over one hundred ago. When the
tabernacle closed, the clock was given to our school — you can see it proudly on display in our school

foyer.
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In 1923, our school’s
opening day appeared in
the local news. We were
helped to find this

Important archive bg one

of our pupil’s grandparents.

We used our school log books to
find out about our school’s

nistory. These were records that
nead teachers would keep which

nave given us glimpses into lije at
CRC in the past.

Our log books date from 1934-
2000, when they were no longer
an obligation for head teachers
to complete. These are precious
to us and have shown us just
how much life has changed for
our CRC pupils.
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We found out that our first head teacher was Miss
Annie Arnold. She moved from the infant school
and was head mistress for one year. The next
head teacher was Arthur Rees Lewis.
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Our whole
community
supported us to find
out about the first
pupils to attend our
school in 1923 and
shared photos with
us. We found out
about the ancestors
of our current pupils.

Our year 3 pupils
use sources and
maps to find out
about our past
pupils’ lives.
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(MIXED & INFANTS

Over the years our school
building has changed a lot.
Back then, things
were very different; the boys
and girls were taught in
different classrooms,
they had different exits and
even the teachers were
separated by gender!

The school has increased in
size and capacity.
Back then the school only had
enough room for 180 pupils.
Now our school has over 500

pupils.
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‘©LANT A TREE IN 73

In Y4, we looked at the tree planting year of /3
which had the phrase ‘plant a tree in ’/3, plant
some more in /4’

We found out how our class teacher, Mrs Ruth
Evans was a pupil here at the time and helped to
plant the trees. We have found some of the trees

that have been planted and are grateful for their
efforts in 1973.

Our Eco committee continue to look for ways to

develop our school grounds for future generations
at CRC.




Our former year 6 pupils created a mural to
celebrate our centenary with local artist, Rhys
Padarn.

We hope that it will be on display for many
years at CRC. :




As part of our centenary celebrations, our pupils designed a logo to
commerate this special event in CRC history. We had mugs and coasters
made with this special logo.

This was also to replicate our schools history of creating merchandise to
mark events, such as the millennium.
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&= As part of our celebration week, Mrs
Evans and Mr Rees organised a
centenary concert. We even had a
special performance from a former pupil
and ‘Phantom of the Opera’ star, Huw
Priday.
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